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How do you build a residence whose
contemporary design, soaringinteriors,
and meticulous craftsmanship capti-
vate at every turn? You collaborate, of
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course. Uniting masterful design with modern
engineering and sophisticated building processes,
alegacy of construction and collaboration helped
bring to life this Bighorn Golf Club residence
designed by architect Guy Dreier and built by

Stoker Construction Inc.

Thehome, withitssublime angles and expansive
spaces, is a consummate state-of-the-art Dreier
vision. “Our main intentwas to create strongindig-
enousarchitectural sculpture that would be ajoy to
live in,” he explains. “We sought to create defined,

open, and warm interior environ-
ments within the architecture that
younever wanttoleave.”

Mission accomplished. Stoker’s
core team of partners and colleagues
includes three generations of family
and has worked with Dreier for two
decades. Like the Stoker family,
Dreier’sskilland passionseemtobe as
much in his DNA as in his profession.
He carries on his family’s renown as
the son of eminent Swiss architect
Eduard Dreier.

above: Afire Plt
provideslightand heat,
complementingan
Intimate seatingarea
next tothe residence.
opposite: Architectural
linesand geometric
shapes are juxtaposed
withthewarmthand
inviting surfaces found
throughout the
home’sinterior.
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The Stokers recall how, in the early days of
their partnership, Dreier conceived amazing
3D models after which they patterned their
building techniques, often “figuring it out in
thefield” Thiswasbefore CAD drawings were
the norm. In fact, architects’ drawings and
detail sheetsstilluse constructionmethodolo-
giesthe family pioneered. And thereinlies the
essence of buildinginnovation: transforming
ideasinto tangible structures.

Chad Hawkins, who managed the Bighorn
project with his father, Don, addresses the
need for continual change. “Our goal is to
maintain our quality and reputation as we
move into new technologies,” he says. “We’re
serving a younger generation of clients” — a
milestone considering the company’shumble
beginningsin1975.

What is now a time-honored business
started with family patriarch Warren Stoker, a
contractor whomade his way from Los Ange-
les to Yucca Valley 45 years ago. The elder
Stoker’s cousin Don (Chad’s father), a jour-
neyman carpenter,joined himinapartnership
with Warren’s intuitive vision: “The only way
thiswillworkisifwe startaframingcompany.”

Andworkitdid. The company’s first job as
a general contractor was Tamarisk Country
Club. “Everything mushroomed from there,”
Warrenrecalls.

Early projects included 40 units on South
Palm Canyon Driveand eight customhomesin
Thunderbird Cove. Counting approximately
25 percent of Tamarisk Country Club’s 350
members among the firm’s clients, not to
mentionremodelingthe Tamarisk clubhouse
multiple times through the decades, were cre-
dentials enough. But building spec houses

and collaborating for years with
legendary designer Steve Chase?
That’s the stuff of dreams.
The seamless fusion of “He was brilliant,” Warren
indoorsand out creates says, explaining that the firm’s
anenvironment that alliance with Chase advanced
invites explorationas their young business. “He could
‘ge”asentertammg' . do anything.” The Stoker team
romtheva ntage point
of themainlivingarea, has not only worked for many of
one can see clerestory the celebrated designer’s clients
windowsin three shapes. but also remodeled Chase’s per-
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sonal residence several times.

Thisisno ordinary construction company.
The Stokers’ foundational belief in doing
thingsright — inmaintaininga powerful work
ethic and practicing the highest standards —
has set a benchmark for the industry since
thebeginning.

Today, Stoker Construction’s work is vis-
ibleinthe Coachella Valley’s most prestigious
private clubs,and the family’s third generation
thrives on making its contribution.

Dreier can attest to that on this recent
Bighornendeavor. “The project wasespecially
gratifyingbecause we had the opportunity to
work with Chad as the superintendent” and
his father at the helm, he says. “It gave the
projectaveryspecial, generational experience
foreveryone.”

Along with cousin Chad, Travis and Clint
Stoker — whose father, Mark, is Warren’s son
— are keeping the tradition of craftsmanship
alive and well. “With custom homes, you're
constantly doing something that’s never been
done,” says Travis, who began as a draftsman.
“So you’re reverse-engineering and refining
things to ensure they are done correctly”

Clintagrees. “We work between all the par-
ties, striving to honor the wishes of the archi-

tect, designer, and owner, all while bringingin
the projectonbudget.” Luxury custom homes
tend to present challenges on a grand scale,
yet the team’s ability to reconcile vision with
inherent structural realities is singular. And
though, as Clintnotes, “constructionis getting
more complicated,” the firm seems to make
the impossible happen.
Asacompanydefined byitsenduringaffili-
ations, says Warren of his many clients, “It’s
like amarriage. You’ve got to have trust.” The
firm’s respect and mutual admiration for
everyone inits universe — family, architects,
subcontractors, and clients —setitapart.
Integrity is more than a noble virtue; it’s
the cornerstone of the business. The Stokers
seethemselves as much stewards asbuilders.
They’ve helped build churches
throughoutthe westand rebuild
properties in Puerto Rico after

above: Theelegant

Hurricane Maria. They also master bath feels even
maintain homes they built more expansive with
decades ago. Clients tell their thebeauty ofits natural

children and grandchildren, “If
you need anything, call Stoker
Construction.” Always, the

surroundings.opposite:
Bothloungingareaand
aplace toslumber, the
guesthouse offersthe

family answers the call. And the ultimate retreat for
legacy continues. privacy and renewal.

PALMSPRINGSLIFE.COM

+- HOME+DESIGN




